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Sotheby’s and eBay Announce Partnership

Sotheby’sl andl eBayl havel announcedl theirl excitingl newl partnership
thatl willl enablel collectorsl tol bidl onl world-classl artl andl collectibles
fromlSotheby'sl l fromlthelcomfortlofl theirlownlhomelorlonl thelgolwith
theirlsmartphones.

Inl 2003l thel twol companiesl hadl tol abandonl al similarl partnership
admittingl thatl therelwerel simplyl notl enoughlpeoplelwillingl tol buyl art
online.lAl decadel laterl however,l onlinel biddersl competedl forl 17%lof
thel lotsl offeredl byl Sotheby’s,l andl thel totall numberl ofl lotsl bought
onlinelrosel36%lfromlthelpreviouslyearlshowinglthelonlinelmarketlasla
rapidlylgrowinglone.l

eBaylcurrentlylhasl145lmillionlactivelbuyers,landlSotheby’slislhoping
thatlofferingl theirlartl forlauctionl throughl thelretailer’slweblplatformlwill
attractl manyl ofl thosel buyersl andl hugelyl increasel theirl global
audience.l Initially,l froml thisl autumn,l thel companiesl willl offerl live
auctionsl streamedl froml Sotheby’sl Newl Yorkl headquartersl whichl will
allowl forl livelbiddingl fromlanywherel inl thelworld.l Inlduelcoursel there
willlalsolbelalnewlsectionlofl theleBaylwebsitel tailoredlspecificallyl for
first-timel buyersl andl collectorsl ofl rare,l unique,l highl qualityl artl and
collectables,ldividedl intol18lcollectinglcategoriesloflwhichlSotheby’s
willl bel thel majorl tenant.l Theyl alsol hopel tol offerl themedl andl time-
basedl salesl inl thel future,l asl welll asl streamingl thosel froml theirl other
globalloutlets.l

Thislpartnershiplislanlexcitinglprospectlforlthelauctionlhouselwholwere
recentlyldescribedlbylonelofl theirlshareholderslasl “anloldlpaintingl in
desperatel needl ofl restoration”.l Itl alsol comesl justl al fewlmonthsl after
Sotheby’sl achievedl al newl recordl forl anl onlinel purchasel inl al live
auctionl withl Johnl Jamesl Audubon’sl bookl ‘Thel Birdsl ofl America’
sellinglforl$3.5m.
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Keeping Track of Major Collections

Britain’sl Royall Collectionl isl currentlyl undergoingl al majorl condition
survey,l arguablyl thelmostl ambitiousl suchl surveyl thatl hasl everl been
carriedloutlonlalcollectionloflthislscale.l

Thel numberl ofl paintings,l alll worksl inl oil,l heldl inl thisl collectionl has
beenl confirmedl forl thel firstl timel inl halfl al centuryl asl 7,564.l Spread
overl thirteenl royall residencesl acrossl thel UK,l theyl willl bel checked,
cleanedlandlphotographedlonelbylone.lAl teamlofl fourl conservators
andl framel technicianslwilllworkl throughl thelpropertieslonel roomlatla
timel andl unframel everyl painting,l notel anyl inscriptions,l carryl outl a
surfacelcleanlandlfinallylphotographleachlpainting.lItlislestimatedlthat
lessl thanl halfl ofl thel collectionl hasl beenl photographedl inl colour,
meaningl iflanyldamagelshouldloccur,lnol lastingl recordlexists.lMany
ofl thel imagesl willl thenl bel postedl onlinel onl thel Royall Collection’s
websitel forl alll tol enjoy.l Thel Royall Collectionl isl thel largestl private
collectionl inl thel worldl andl thel projectl isl beingl fundedl byl thel Royal
CollectionslTrust,lwhoselmainl incomelsourcel isladmissionl feesl tol the
palaces.l Althoughl fundingl hasl initiallyl onlyl beenl grantedl forl three
years,l thelprojectl islexpectedltol takelasl longlasl ten.lOflcourse,l those
behindl thel surveyl arel hopingl forl somel interestingl newl discoveries,
particularlylamongstlthel1,700lpaintingslinlstorage.l

Soonl afterl thel surveyl began,l anotherl significantl collectionl hitl the
medial forl veryl differentl reasons,l confirmingl whyl suchl surveysl are
necessary.l Spain’sl Auditl Courtl reportedl thatl thel Pradol inl Madrid,
whichlhouseslpartsloflSpain’slnationallcollection,lhadllostl885lworks.
Blamingl insufficientlhumanl resources,l thel restructuringlofl thelcountry’s
nationall collectionl al fewl yearsl agol hadl ledl tol somel ofl thel loses.
Mostlylthough,litl islbelievedlthelpaintingslhavelbeenllostlorldestroyed
yearsl agol duringl variousl warsl butl withoutl factuall evidencel they
cannotl bel removedl froml thel officiall inventory.l Anl internall review
howeverl willl searchl withinl thel museum’sl collectionsl forl thel missing
worksl asl welll asl studyl thel museum’sl lendingl historyl inl thel hopel of
findinglsomeloflthelartworks.ll
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Artist in Focus: Jeff Koons 
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Lastl November,l Jeffl Koonsl becamel thel mostl expensivel livingl artist
whenl hisl ‘Balloonl Dogl (Orange)’l soldl atl al Christie’sl auctionl inl New
Yorklforl$58.4m.lHislworkslhavelbeenlhittinglthelmillionldollarlmarklat
auctionl forl welll overl al decadel andl beenl shownl inl majorl museums
andl galleriesl thel worldl overl sincel thel 1980s.l Koons,l whol studied
paintinglatlthelSchoolloflthelArtlInstituteloflChicagolandlthelMaryland
InstitutelCollegeloflArtl inl thel1970s,lmovedltolNewlYorkl inl1977land
roseltolprominencelsoonlafter.l

Inl spitel ofl hisl successesl andl renown,l therel hasl neverl beenl a
comprehensivel retrospectivel ofl hisl worksl untill thisl year.l Newl York’s
WhitneylMuseumloflAmericanlArtlislhostinglit,litsllastlexhibitionlinltheir
Upperl Eastl Sidel locationl beforelmovingl acrossl townl andl reopening
nextlspring.lSolcomprehensive,lthelmuseumlhasldevotedlmorelspace
tol Koonsl thanl itl hasl tol anyl otherl artist.l Displayedl inl chronological
order,lbeginninglinl1978,lvisitorslwilllbelshownlaboutl150lworkslfrom
Koons’l mostl iconicl series.l Thel worksl showl thel fulll rangel ofl Koons’
diversel artisticl output,l froml vacuuml cleanersl inl Plexiglassl casesl in
“ThelNew”l andl al porcelainl sculpturel oflMichaell Jacksonlwithl hisl pet
monkeyl inl “Banality”l tol thel enormousl shinyl worksl froml the
“Celebration”lseries,lincludinglthelnewlylunveiledl‘Play-Doh’.lllll

Thelmuseum’sldirectorlmadelanlappeall tolalll thelexhibition’slvisitors:
thatl theyl forgetl whatl theyl know,l orl whatl theyl thinkl theyl knowl about
Koonslandlhislworks.lThislislinlrecognitionloflthellove-hatelrelationship
peoplel havel withl thel artist.l Onl thel onel handl hisl worksl seducel and
entertainlwithltheirllargelshinylsurfaces,lboldlshapeslandlbrightlcolours
andl onl thel otherl theyl arel scoffedl atl forl theirl badl tastel andl forl the
extraordinarylpricesltheylselllfor.ll

Oftenlcriticizedlforlhislcelebritylpersonalandlmysteriouslfaçade,lKoons
isl inl actuall factl al sincerel andl passionatel artist.l Hel hasl described
himselflasl thel “captainlofl thelship”loflhisl130lpeoplelstronglstudiol in
Newl York.l Dividedl intol 3D,l 2D,l paintingl andl sculpturel departments
Koonsloverseeslalll productionl tol al veryl finel degreelandlploughslall
hislmoneylbackl intol itl tol realiselnewlcreations.lHisl latestlwork,l ‘Play-
Doh’l wasl 20l yearsl inl thel makingl thanksl tol thel technicall difficultyl it
requiredl tol turnl al smalll pilel ofl hisl son’sl Play-Dohl intol al 3ml high
polychromed-alluminiumlultra-realisticlreplica.l

Whetherltheylarelviewedlaslkitschlorlpioneering,lnolonelcanldenylthe
appeallofl hislworkslwhichldrawl largelcrowdslandlselll forl highlsums.
Koonsl hasl perseveredl onl hisl artisticl pathl despitel al careerl collapse
andlnearlbankruptcyl inl thel1990s.lHelstronglylbelievesl thatlhislartl is
therel tolenablelothers:l “Ilwantlpeoplel tolhavelalgreaterlsenselofl their
ownlpotentiallthroughlinteractinglwithlmylwork.”l

 

Lee Ufan at Versailles



Eachl yearl Versaillesl hostsl al majorl contemporaryl artl installationl to
showl howl Versaillesl remainsl al livingl andl creativel site.l Thel palace
inviteslthelmostlcontemporarylandlinnovativelartists,lwhichlinlthelpast
havelincludedlTakashilMurakami,lJefflKoonslandlJoanalVasconcelos,
tol participatel resultingl inl extraordinaryl confrontationsl betweenl what
wasl consideredl contemporaryl inl thel Baroquel eral andl whatl is
consideredlsoltoday.lThislyearlartistlLeelUfanlhaslcreatedltenlentirely
newl installations,l alll partl ofl hisl ongoingl ‘Relatum’l series,l whichl are
placedl amongstl thel palace’sl grounds,l barl onel whichl isl placed
indoorslatlthelfootloflthelGabriellstairs.l

Bornl inlSouthlKorealbutlbasedl inl Japan,lUfanl isl thelmostlprominent
memberl ofl Mono-ha,l al Japanesel schooll ofl conceptuall artistsl which
focusesl onl al naturalistl aesthetic.l Harmonious,l contemplativel and
poeticl hisl worksl provokel al dialoguel withl theirl surroundings.lAsl with
muchloflUfan’slminimalistlsculptures,ltheylarelmainlylmadelfromlstone
andl steell whichl themselvesl representl al dialoguel betweenl beingl and
timelaccordingltolthelartist.l

Thel artistl walkedl throughl thel palacel gardensl numerousl timesl whilst
preparingl forl thisl exhibitionl andl thel resultingl worksl hel says,l invite
viewersl tol seel andl experiencel thel spacel aroundl theml differently,
revealingl al newl dimensionl theyl werel previouslyl unawarel of.l Alfred
Pacquement,l thel curatorl ofl thel exhibitionl addsl thatl thel “intensel and
silent”l workslwilll temporarilyl completel andlmodifyl thel atmospherel of
thelspace.l

Inl thelserenelpalacelgardensldesignedlbylAndrélLelNôtrel inl thel17th
Centuryl visitorsl willl findl al large-scalel concretel archl framingl the
palacel inl theldistancelaslwelllaslsteellwallslandlbridges,l largelstone
boulderslandlsteellrods,lalllperfectlylpositionedlamongstltheltree-lined
avenuesl andl secludedl areasl ofl thel gardenl tol createl yetl another
celebrationlofloldlandlnewlatlVersailles.lThelartworkslwilllbel inlplace
untill2ndlNovemberl2014.l

l

 

The Maeght Foundation 50 Years On

Inl thel summerl ofl 1964l Margueritel andl Aimél Maeghtl openedl the
Maeghtl Foundationl inl Saint-Paul-de-Vencel inl thel Southl ofl France.
Aimé,l anl artl dealerl andl galleryl owner,l andl hisl wifelMargueritel were
welll acquaintedl withl manyl Modernl artistsl amongstl theml Alexander
Calder,l Joanl Miról andl Albertol Giacometti.l Theirl collectionl ofl these
andlmanylotherlartists’lworklisloneloflthelmostlimpressivelandlremains
onldisplaylatl thelFoundation.lMorel impressivelperhaps,l isl thatlmany



ofltheselartistslcontributedltoltheldesignloflthelmuseumlwhichlislaltrue
homageltol20thlCenturylModernlart.l

Inl it’sl 50l years,l thel Foundationl hasl remainedl al meccal forl artists,
musicians,lpoetslandlwriters.lAlongsidelthelpermanentlcollection,lover
al hundredl monographicl andl thematicl exhibitionsl havel been
presented.lStilll devotedl tolcreatorslandlcreationl thel50thlanniversary
calendarlcelebratesl thelpast,lpresentlandl thel futurelofl thelFoundation
withlthreelexhibitions.lThelsecondlislcurrentlylunderwaylandlisldevoted
tol thel masterpiecesl thatl havel markedl thel historyl ofl thel Foundation.
Thel exhibitionlwhichl isl subtitledl “Yeslmyl dearl Joan,lwelwilll createl a
uniquelworklinlthelworld”lshowsloverlalhundredlworkslthatlcapturelthe
Maeghts’l dreaml ofl creatingl al lastingl collectionl andl sharingl itl with
futurelgenerations.lItlwilllbelonlshowluntill11thlNovember.l

Thel thirdl exhibition,l heldl froml 29thl Novemberl tol Marchl 2015l will
celebratel thel performingl artsl includinglmusic,l poetryl andl dancel and
willl presentl artworksl thatl createl al dialoguel betweenl thel visuall and
performingl arts.l Inl additionl sevenl otherl institutions,l sixl ofl theml inl the
region,l arel alsol payingl tributel tol thel Maeghtsl andl theirl Foundation.
Forl thel nextl 50l years,l welmustl hopel thatl thel boardl ofl directorsl will
agreelonltheirlstrategy.lWithlmorelthanl€3mltolraiseleachlyearlforlthe
annuallbudget,ltheylwilllneedltolagreelinlorderltolbelableltolcarrylon
thelworklthatltheirlancestorslbegan.l

l

A Recovered Matisse! 

AlpaintinglbylMatisselwhichlhadlbeenllostlforloverlaldecade,lislfinally
backl inl itsl rightl placel thisl summerl afterl beingl recoveredl inl anl FBI
operation.l ‘Odalisquel inlRedlPants’lpaintedlbyl thelartistl inl1925lwas
stolenl froml thel Caracasl Museuml ofl ContemporarylArtl inl Venezuela
andl replacedl withl al fakel sometimel betweenl 1999l andl 2002l butl it
wasn’tluntill2003lthatltheltheftlwasldiscovered.lThelpaintinglwhichlwas
oneloflthelmuseum’slhighlightslislvaluedlatl$3m.l

InlJulyl2012,lalcouplelcomprisinglalUSlmanlandlalMexicanlwoman
attemptedltolselllthelpaintinglforl£430,000ltolundercoverlFBIlagentslat
alhotellinlMiami.lThelcouplelhavelbeenljailedlforltryingltolselllalstolen
artwork.lConsideringl itsl longlabsencelthelpaintingl islreportedltolbel in
excellentlconditionlwithlonlylalfewlimperfectionslonlitsledges.l

Thel investigationl willl continuel however,l inl thel hopel ofl findingl those
whol originallyl stolel thel painting.l Thel casel highlightsl thel difficultyl of
tryingl tol selll stolenl artworks,l notl onlyl becausel thel authoritiesl pursue
suchlcasesloverlthellong-termlbutlalsolbecauselitlislimpossibleltolsell
themlatlmarketlvalue.

l
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ARTLUX, 2nd Edition

Forl furtherl readinglaboutl currentlartlworldlnews,l followl thel linklbelow
tolreadlthelsecondleditionloflARTLUX,lourlsisterlpublication.
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1858 Ltd Art Advisory

Buying
Selling
Authentication
Valuations
Auctionlrepresentation
CollectionlManagement
ArtlPhilanthropylAdvice
ArtlFinance
ArtlrelatedlTaxlandlEstate
Planning
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How an 1858 advisor
can help you:

•Exclusive Accessl tol worksl of
artlinlprivatelcollectionslthatlare
notlavailablelonlthelmarket.

• Impartial Advicel being
independentloflauctionlhouses,
galleriesl andl dealers,l we
providel impartiall advicel when
buyinglandlsellinglonlbehalflof
ourlclient.

•Time Savingslaslwelarelablelto
managel alll areasl ofl the
collectinglprocesslonlourlclients
behalf,l wel arel ablel tol buildl or
selllcompletelcollectionslwithlas
muchl orl asl littlel involvement
fromlthelclientlasltheylwish.

•Direct Savingsl duel tol our
buyingl andl negotiating
capabilitiesl wel significantly
reducel transactionall charges
whichl inl turnlwel passl directly
onltolourlclient.

Art Calendar Highlights  

 

SH Contemporary
Shanghai Exhibition Centre, Shanghai

12thl–l14thlSeptember
www.shcontemporary.info/en

l

Jeff Koons: A Retrospective
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York

Untill19thlOctober
www.whitney.org

l

Lee Ufan Versailles
Palace of Versailles, Paris

Untill2ndlNovember
www.chateauversailles.fr

l

In Front of the Work
Maeght Foundation, Saint-Paul-de-Vence

Untill11thlNovember
www.fondation-maeght.com

 

http://eepurl.com/ZQlBn
http://www.shcontemporary.info/en
http://www.whitney.org
http://www.whitney.org/
http://www.chateauversailles.fr
http://www.chateauversailles.fr/
http://www.fondation-maeght.com
http://www.fondation-maeght.com/


onltolourlclient.

•Reducing Riskl by
undertakingl thoroughl due
diligencel onl alll transactional
decisions,l wel ensurel that
potentiallyl costlyl mistakesl are
avoidedl andl thel clientl has
completel confidencel inl the
decisionlmade.

+44l(0)l207l590l3112
contact@1858ltd.com
www.1858ltd.com

l
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