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Ai Weiwei at the Royal Academy

Thisl September,l thel Royall Academyl willl launchl thel firstl major
institutionallsurveylAilWeiwei’slworkleverlheldlinlthelUK.lThelshow,
simplyl calledlAi Weiwei,l justl likel thel Chinesel artistl himself,l will
bridgel twol decadesl ofl Weiwei’sl extraordinaryl careerl andl exhibitl a
plethoralofl hislmajorlworksl aslwelll asl somelnewl sculptures,l asl yet
unseenlbylthelBritishlpublic.l

Weiwei,l whol isl anl outspokenl criticl ofl thel Chinesel government,l is
famedl forl creatingl worksl whichl explorel themesl ofl creativel and
politicall freedom,l suchl asl hislSurveillance Cameral (2010),l almarble
replical ofl al CCTVl cameral orlRemembering,l (2009)l anl installation
madel froml 9000l children’sl backpacksl recallingl thel earthquakel in
Sichuan,lwhichlkilledlthousandsloflstudentslandlchildren.l

Perhapsl mostl anticipated,l however,l isl Weiwei’sl monumental,l site
specificlinstallationlofltreeslinlthelAcademy’slhistoriclcourtyardlmade
possiblel thanksl tol thel museum’sl firstl everl Kickstarterl campaign.
Launchedl inl orderl tol raisel thel £100,000l necessaryl tol transportl and
installl thel oldl trees,l whichl beganl theirl lifel inl thel mountainsl of
southernlChina,lthelcampaignlwaslalhugelsuccesslraisinglmorelfunds
thanlwasleverlanticipated.l

Muchl hasl happenedl inl thel lifel ofl thel renownedl Chinesel artistl Ai
Weiweilsincelhislbreath-takinglSunflower Seeds–lanlinstallationlofl100
millionl hand-craftedl porcelainl seedsl –l coveredl thel floorsl ofl the
TurbinelHalll inl thelTatelModernl inl2010.lNotlonlylwaslheldetained
forl 81l daysl withoutl chargel byl thel Chinesel authoritiesl overl a
contestedl taxlbill,l butlhelhasl alsolbeenlunablel tol travell forl thel last
fourl years.l Butl inl Julyl thisl year,l hel wasl finallyl handedl backl his
passport,l enablingl himl tol comel tol Londonl forl thel openingl ofl his
seminallshow.l

http://www.1858ltd.com


ViolalRaikhel-Bolotl ofl 1858lLtdlquotedlWeiwei’sl showlasl thelmust-
seel eventl inl al recentl Huffingtonl Postl articlel calledl “London’sl Art
ScenelthislAutumn:l10lMust-SeelEventslandlExhibitions”.lShelsaid,l“
Theselwilllbelexceptionallworkslinlaldeservedlsetting;lthere’slalpoetry
behindlhislwork,lwhichlislalwaysltrulylmesmerizing.”l

l

Dismaland – Banksy’s Bemusement Park 

ThelBritishlgraffitilartistlBanksy,lwholhaslamassedlalcultlfollowinglfor
hislscenesloflanti-authoritarianlwhimsylhaslusedlhislcritical,lthought-
provokinglviewloflsocietylandlturnedlitlintolaltemporarylthemelpark.l

Accordingl tol Banksy,l ‘Dismaland’l inl thel Britishl seasidel townl of
Weston-super-Mare,lisl“alfamilylthemelparklunsuitablelforlchildren”.
It’slnotlanlamusementlparklbutlratherlalbemusementlpark.lItlislnotla
placel forl dreamsl orl happyl endingsl butl ratherl al dystopia,l hiding
behindl thel ruinedl façadel ofl thel disusedl Tropicanal lidol andl comes
completel withl al derelictl fairyl talel castlel andl grumpy-looking
‘greeters’lwearinglMickeylMouselearslandlDismallT-shirts.l

Justl likelhisl graffitil pieces,lwhichladornlwallsl fromlLondonl tolGaza
andlincludelsceneslsuchlasltwolkissinglpolicemen,lorltwolPalestinian
childrenl playingl beneathl al trompel l’oeill ofl al paradisel island,l his
themel parkl exploresl themesl ofl thel surreal,l thel subversivel andl the
political.l

BeforelenteringlintolBanksy’slworld,lvisitorslmustlwalklthroughlartist
Billl Barminski’sl fakel securityl checkl point,l wherel bagsl arel passed
throughl cardboardl X-rayl machinesl andl grumpy-lookingl fake
policemenlpatlyouldown.l

Banksy,lwholinvitedlotherlartistsl includinglJennylHolzer,lMikelRoss,
Jiml Cautyl andl Damienl Hirstl tol createl workl forl thel park,l says
Dismalandl“offerslanlescapelfromlmindlesslescapism”.l

Dismaland will be open through September, but tickets are selling out

fast. www.dismaland.co.uk
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It’s not Venice but…

Twol lesser-knownl Biennialsl arel currentlyl welll onl theirl wayl and

runninglthroughlSeptemberlandlOctober.lAlthoughlthel13thlBiennial

oflLyonlandlthel14thleditionloflthelIstanbullBienniallmaylnotlattract
thel crowdsl andl fanfarel ofl eventsl suchl asl Artl Basell Miamil orl the
VenicelBiennale,ltheylarelcertainlylnotltolbelsnubbedlat.l



Thisl year’sl Bienniall inl Istanbull titledlSaltwater: A Theory of Thought

Formslwaslputl togetherlbylCarolynlChristov-Bakargiev,lwholcurated
Documental13linl2012.lItl islshowcasinglalllmannerloflserendipitous
treasures,lincludinglAdrianlVillar-RojaslpiecelThe Most Beautiful of all

Mothers, alserieslofllife-sizelfibreglasslcreatureslfloatinglinlthelSealof
Marmara,l Waell Shawky’slCabaret Crusadesl shownl inl thel Küçük
Mustafal Pa฀al Hammaml andl FrancislAlÿs’l beautifull black-and-white
filmlThe Silence of Ani –lsetlinlthelruinsloflthelmedievalltownlonlthe
banksl ofl thel Akhurianl riverl thatl separatesl easternl Turkeyl from
Armenia.l

Meanwhilel forlLa Vie Moderne,l thel 13thl Bienniall inl Lyon,l guest
curatorl Ralphl Rugoffl (Directorl ofl thel Haywardl Gallery)l brings
togetherl artistsl froml 28l differentl countriesl whol explorel the
contradictorylcharacterloflcontemporarylculturel inlvariedlregionslof
thelworld.lArtistslsuchlasl JeremylDeller,lEdlRuschalandlYtolBarrada
arel beingl exhibitedl inl venuesl suchl asl thel Sucrière,l formerlyl a
warehouselandlnowlthelflagshiplvenuelforlthislevent,landlinlthelLyon
MuseumloflContemporarylArt.

l

Leftl:lAdrianlVillar-RojaslinstallationlatlBiennaleloflIstanbull2015l
Rightl:lBiennaleldelLyonl
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Hey, thanks kids! 

Mostlparentslwalklthroughlthelmuseumlbehindltheirlchildren,levery
nowlwarninglthem:l“Don’tltouch”lifltheylgetltoolcloseltolthelart.lBut
inltwolrecentlincidentslwherelchildrenlknockedlintolpreciouslpieces
beinglexhibited,lgettingltoolcloselturnedloutltolbelalgoodlthing…l

Inl August,l al seven-yearl oldl girll inadvertentlyl knockedl intol al glass
caselhousinglanlancientlRomanlvasel(oops)lwhilstlvisitinglthelIsrael
Museuml inl Jerusalem.l Althoughl thel object,l whichl wasl partl ofl an
exhibitionl ofl rarel Egyptian,l Romanl andl Byzantinel objectsl froml the
RobertlandlReneelBelferlcollectionlfellltolthelground,litlmiraculously
brokelalonglalcracklwhichlhadlpreviouslylbeenlrepaired,lleavinglitlin
betterlconditionlthanlitlhadlbeenlbefore.l

Meanwhile,l inl thel veryl samel week,l al 12-yearl oldl boyl visiting
Huashanl 1914l Creativel Parkl inl Taipei,l trippedl andl punchedl al fist-
sizedl holel intol al Baroquelmasterpiecel byl Paolol Porporal valuedl at
$1.5m.l Capturedl onl CCTV,l thel unfortunatel incidentl showsl the
teenagerlholdinglalsoftldrinklandl lookinglbacklatl somethinglbefore
fallingloverlthelprotectivelrope-linelandlontolthelpainting.l

Sincel thisl unfortunatel event,l doubtsl havel arisenl asl tol whetherl the
paintingl isl indeedl byl Porpora,l orl actuallyl al fake,l asl criticsl claiml it

lookslidenticalltolalpaintinglbyl17thlcenturylartistlMaurolNuzzi.lNice
worklkiddo.

l

http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2010/jun/14/francis-alys-story-of-deception
http://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/01/the-ancient-ghost-city-of-ani/100668/


Leftl:lRoman-eralvaselfromlRobertlandlReneelBelferlcollectionlatlthelIsraellMuseum.
Rightl:lthelPorporalpaintinglandltheldamagelcausedlbylthelyounglboy'slhand.
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And in other news…

 

Ebayl andl Phillipsl announcedl al newl partnershipl unitingl the
world’slmostlvibrantlonlinelmarketplacelwithlthelinternational
auctionlhouse,lwhichlfocuseslonlcontemporarylartlandldesign.
Thelfirstlevent,l“NewlNow”,lalsaleloflcollectiblelcontemporary
artl wasl heldl onl Septl 17l inl Newl Yorkl andl on
line.l http://www.ebay.com/clt/collectibles-live-events/new-
now-572647
ThislOctober,l thelMonikerlArtlFair,lwhichlwilllbelheldl inlEast
London’slOldl TrumanlBreweryl forl thel sixthl time,lwilll bel the
firstl internationallartlfairltolacceptlBitcoinlpayments.lMoniker
isl London’sl leadingl eventl forl contemporaryl artl rootedl in
urbanlculture.lwww.monikerartfair.com

Losl Angeles’slmuch-anticipatedl contemporaryl artlmuseuml –
ThelBroadl–lislsetltolfinallylopenlitsldoorsltowardslthelendlof
thisl month.l Financedl byl thel philanthropistl Elil Broadl and
designedl byl architectsl Dillerl Scofidiol +l Renfrol will,l the
museumlwilllhouselthelElilBroadlFoundation’slartlcollection.
www.thebroad.org

Russia’sl onlyl contemporaryl artl fairlCosmoscow,l which
successfullylre-launchedllastlyear,lwasltakinglplacelinlMoscow
11-13l Septl thisl year.lCosmoscowl aimsl tol connectl Russia’s
contemporarylartlscenelwithlthelinternationallartlcommunity.
Itl showcaseslartistslpreviouslylunseenl inl thelRussianlmarket,
asl welll asl establishedl artistsl andl emergingl artistsl froml the
region.lcom

l ll

Impressions of Cosmoscow 2015

Art Calendar Highlights   



1858 Ltd Art Advisoryl

Buying
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Authentication
Valuations
Auctionlrepresentation
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ArtlPhilanthropylAdvice
ArtlFinance
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Planning
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How an 1858 advisor
can help you:

•Exclusive Accessltolworksloflart
inl privatel collectionsl thatl are
notlavailablelonlthelmarket.

•Impartial Advicel being
independentl ofl auction
houses,l galleriesl andl dealers,
wel providel impartiall advice
whenl buyingl andl sellingl on
behalfloflourlclient.

•Time Savingslaslwelarelablel to
managel alll areasl ofl the
collectinglprocesslonlourlclients
behalf,lwel arel ablel tolbuildlor
selllcompletelcollectionslwithlas
muchl orl asl littlel involvement
fromlthelclientlasltheylwish.

•Direct Savingsl duel tol our
buyingl andl negotiating
capabilitiesl wel significantly
reducel transactionall charges
whichl inl turnl wel passl directly
onltolourlclient.
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Musée Royal des Beaux-Arts, Bruxelles/Le Louvre, Paris

Une Brève Histoire de l'Avenir

24.09.2015-04.01.2016
www.fine-arts-museum.be/en/exhibitions/2050
http://www.louvre.fr/expositions/une-breve-histoire-de-l-avenirl

l

Ruhr Triennale

14.08l-l26.09.2015
https://www.ruhrtriennale.de/enl

l

Royal Academy of Arts

Ai Weiwei

19.09.l-l13.12.2015
www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/ai-weiweil

l

UQ Art Museum

Light Play : Ideas, Optics, Atmosphere

15.08.-15.11.2015
http://www.artmuseum.uq.edu.au/l

l

Frieze London

14.10l-l17.10.2015
http://friezelondon.com/

l

 

l

•Reducing Riskl bylundertaking
thoroughl duel diligencel onl all
transactionall decisions,l we
ensurel thatl potentiallyl costly
mistakesl arel avoidedl andl the
clientlhaslcompletelconfidence
inltheldecisionlmade.

l

+44l(0)l207l590l3112
contact@1858ltd.coml
www.1858ltd.com

l

Imageslinlthelorderloflwhichltheylappearlcourtesylof:lAilweiweilinlhislstudiolinlBeijing,lAprill2015.l© Harry Pearce, Pentagraml2015;
www.365bristol.com;lwww.artribune.it;lwww.art-crime.blogspot.de;lwww.haaretz.com;lwww.cosmoscow.com;lThelBroad,lLos
Angelesl(CheryllA.lGuerrerol/lLoslAngeleslTimes)

http://www.fine-arts-museum.be/en/exhibitions/2050
http://www.louvre.fr/expositions/une-breve-histoire-de-l-avenir
https://www.ruhrtriennale.de/en
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/ai-weiwei
http://www.artmuseum.uq.edu.au/
http://friezelondon.com/
mailto:contact@1858ltd.com
http://www.1858ltd.com
http://www.365bristol.com
http://www.artribune.it
http://www.art-crime.blogspot.de
http://www.haaretz.com
http://www.cosmoscow.com


"TextlbylAnne-CélinelJaegerlforl1858lLimited"

l

lThislemaillwaslsentltolbyl1858lLtdlInternationallArtlAdvisory

Iflyouldolnotlwishltolreceivelemailslfromluslinlthelfuture,lpleaselunsubscribelhere.


