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October Art World Frenzy

Whenl itl comesl tol thelartl calendar,lOctoberl isl certainlylnotlalmonth
forlthellazy.

Londonlkicksloffl thel artlworldlwhirllwithlFriezelLondonlandlFrieze

Mastersl (Octoberl l 14-17),l inl itsl 13thl andl 4thl yearl respectively,l and
laterl inl thel monthl Parisl welcomesl thel contemporaryl artl fairl FIAC

backlforlitsl41stledition.l

Friezel Londonl presentedl overl 160l ofl thel world’sl leading
contemporarylgalleriesl fromlalmostl30lcountries.lMeanwhilelFrieze
Mastersl offeredl anl unparalleledl opportunityl tol discoverl al world
historyloflart,lshowcasingl130lleadinglmodernlandlhistoricallgalleries
inlalbespokelstructureldesignedlbylSelldorflArchitects.l

Althoughlit’slusuallylanlepicladventureltolgetlthroughlbothlfairslwith
enoughlstaminaltolretainl informationlaboutlwhatlonelhaslseenland
loved,litlwaslcertainlylnotltolbelmissed,laslitlfeaturedlsomeloflworld’s
thelmostlrelevantlandlcontemporarylartworks.l

Andliflyoulhadn’tlhadlyourlartlworldlfilll followinglFrieze,lyoulcould
havelheadedltolFIAC,lwhichlranlfroml22-25lOctoberlandltooklplacelin
thelmuch-lovedlGrandlPalaislinlParislandlotherlsmallerllocations.

http://www.fiac.com/paris

http://friezelondon.com/

http://friezemasters.com/
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Leftl:lLuciolFontanalLa Fine di Dio; rightl:lAmritalSher-Gil,lselflportrait (Untitled)
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Two Titans at Auction

Neverlpreviouslylofferedlatlauctionlandl lastlexhibitedloverl30lyears
ago,l Luciol Fontana’s La Fine Di Dio,l 1963,l spectactularlyl soldl at
Sotheby’sl Italianl Salel duringl Friezel weekl withlLa Fine Di Dio

establishinglthelworldwidelrecordlforlFontanalwithlalsellinglpricelof
overl£15lmillion.l

Consideredl onel ofl thel greatestl worksl ofl post-warl Italianl art,l itl is
thoughtl tol bel thel “holyl grail”l forl Fontanal collectors.l Thel human-
sizedl blackl egg,lwhichl hasl beenl repeatedlyl andl violentlyl punched,
gougedl andl stabbedl atl byl thel artist,l creatingl anl ovoidl canvasl not
unlikel al lunarl landscape,l elicitsl thoughtsl aboutl thelmysteryl ofl the
cosmos.l

Thelartistloncelsaid,l“Ildolnotlwantltolmakelalpainting;lIlwantltolopen
uplspace,lcreatelalnewldimension,l tiel inl thelcosmos,lasl itlendlessly
expandslbeyondlthelconfininglplaneloflthelpicture.”

AnotherlhighlightlinlthelauctionlcalendarlthislOctoberlwaslthelsalelof
thel rarel self-portraitlUntitledl (1931)l byl thel pioneeringl Indian
modernistlpainterlAmritalSher-Gil.l Itl soldlatlSotheby’slModernland
ContemporarylSouthlAsianlArtlauctionlinlLondonlforl£1,745,000.l

Thel comingl tol auctionl ofl thisl paintingl byl thel “motherl ofl modern
Indianlart”,lislseenlaslalrareloccurrencelasl95loflthel174ldocumented
worksl createdl overl thel coursel ofl thel artist’sl briefl lifel (shel diedl in
1941l agedl 28)l arel heldl inl thel collectionl ofl thel Nationall Galleryl of
ModernlArt,linlNew-Dehli.l

ThelpaintinglislconsideredloneloflSher-Gil’slmostlromanticlworks.lIt
waslpresentedltolherlfellowlartistlandlloverlBorislTaslitzkylafterlitlwas
paintedlandlhaslbeenlinlthelhandsloflhislfamilyluntillnow.
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Posterloflthel"Picasso-Mania"lexhibition;lviewloflthelexhibition,lwithlPortraitloflPicassolby
Yan-PeilMinglinlthelbackground.
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Picasso Mania Hits Paris

Picassol fansl havel al reasonl tol celebratel thisl autumnl asl thel Grand
Palaislislhostinglalhugelexhibitionldedicatedltolthelcriticallandlartistic
highlightsl ofl Picasso’sl careerl andl thelmythl thatl graduallyl builtl up
aroundlhislname.l

Thelshowlexamineslthelposterityloflthelartist’sloeuvrelandlhighlights
itsl impactl onl contemporaryl art.l Itl includesl 400lworksl byl 75l artists,
includingl piecesl byl Basquiatl andl Hockneyl amongl othersl andl film
footagelbyl directorsl suchl asl LuclGodard,lWoodylAllenl andlAlfonso
Cuaron.l

Thel showl willl alsol havel anl entirel rooml dedicatedl tol thel artist
himself,l asl helbecamel sol iconicl thatl hisl imagelhaslbeenlusedlbyl a
varietyl ofl hisl peersl includingl Germany’slMartinl Kippenbergerl and
China’slYanlPei-Ming.l

Thel fascinationl withl Picassol remainsl intense.l Notl onlyl do
retrospectivelshowsldrawlbiglcrowds,lbutlauctionlpriceslforlhislwork
havel reachedl spectacularl levels.l l Inl May,l hislWomen of Algiers,

Version Ol (1955)l becamel thelmostl expensivel artl piecel everl soldl at
auction,lsellinglforloverl$179million.

http://www.grandpalais.fr/en/event/picassomania
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Leftl:lGabrielelMünterl"Drachenkampf",lrightl:Rembrant'sldoublelportrait
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Wave of Acquisitions in France

Gabrielel Münter’sl expressionistlDrachenkampfl (1913)l paintingl has
beenl acquiredl byl thelCentrel Pompidoul inl Paris,lmakingl itl thel first
majorlpaintinglbylthelGermanlartistltolbelpurchasedlbylalmuseumlin
France.l

Thel paintingl exemplifiesl cruciall principlesl ofl thel "blauel Reiter"
group,lalcollectiveloflartists,lwhichlshelwaslalpartlof.lThelslayinglof
thel dragonl byl Saintl Georgel isl al recurrentl motifl forl artistsl ofl the
group,l whol interpretedl itl asl al symboll ofl thel avant-gardel artist’s
strugglelagainstlthelhostilelenvironmentlofltheirlsurroundings.l

Onlal lesslsurelnote,lFrancelhaslsubmittedlanlofferlofl ฀160millionl to
buyl twol rarelyl seenl Rembrandtl paintingsl forl thel Louvrel Museum.
Thel twol worksl byl thel Dutchl master,l weddingl portraitsl ofl Maerten
SoolmanslandlOopjenlCoppitlpaintedlinl1963,larelbeinglsoldlbylthe

Rothschildlfamily,lwholhavelownedlthemlsincelthel19thlcentury.l

However,ltheldeallislfarlfromldonelaslthelDutchlgovernmentlhaslalso

http://www.grandpalais.fr/en/event/picassomania


pledgedl tol helpl thel Rijksmuseuml inl thel Netherlandsl acquirel the
paintings.l Initiallyl therel wasl speculationl thatl thel Louvrel andl the
Rijskmuseumlwouldlattemptl al jointl acquisition,lbutlnowl itl appears
bothlcountrieslarelfightingltolraiselfundslinlorderltolmakeltheldouble
purchaselsolo.

l

YveslSaint-LaurentlatlworklinlhislMarrakechlVilla.

Sale of The Pierre Bergé -Yves Saint Laurent Islamic Art
Collection

ThelIslamiclArtlcollectionloflPierrelBergélandlYveslSaintlLaurentlislto
belsoldlonlOctoberl31lbylthelFrenchlauctionlhouselArtcurial.lThelsale
titledl“AlMoroccanlPassion”lwilllbelheldlinlthelsalonsloflthelPalacelEs
SaadilinlMarrakeshlinlaidloflthelJardinlMajorellelFoundation.l

Accordingl tol Bergé,l whol wasl fascinatedl byl Islamicl Artl froml the
minutelhelarrivedlinlMorocco,lthelproceedslfromlthelsalelwilllenable
thel JardinlMarjorellelFoundationl tolcontinuel improvingl thelgarden
andl assistl inl welcomingl itsl visitorsl whichl lastl yearl amountedl to
almostl800,000.l

Thel sale,l whichl willl reflectl thel personall tastel ofl Bergél andl Saint
Laurent,l willl consistl ofl almostl 180l itemsl ofl Moroccanl art.l Itl will
includel weapons,l cloth,l ceramics,l carpets,l jewellery,l architectural
components,l embroideryl andl severallmanuscripts,l suchl asl alKoran

fromlthel14th-15thlcentury,lestimatedlatl฀6000-8000.l

Otherl highlightsl includel al veryl rarel conicallmokhifal dishl froml the

latel 17thl centuryl (estimatedl atl ฀5000-6000),l anl exceptionall 17th

centuryl doublel doorl froml almosquel (estimatedl atl ฀20,000-l ฀30,000)
andl beltsl froml Fezl madel froml silkl lampasl andl goldl thread
(estimatedlbetweenl฀700landl฀l4000).
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And in Other News…  

Thel Picassol paintinglLa Coiffeuse (1911),l worthl anl estimated
$15millionl andl reportedlyl stolenl froml thel archivesl ofl the
Centrel Pompidoul inl Parisl inl 2001,l wasl recentlyl returnedl to
FrancelbylUSl immigrationlandlcustomlofficials,lwhol foundl it
inl al shipmentl froml Belgiuml tol Newark,l Newl Jersey.



lhttp://theartnewspaper.com/market/159101/
Jeffl Koonsl hasl partneredl upl withl thel Frenchl brand
Bernardaudl andl createdl al porcelainl platel versionl ofl his
famousl colouredl balloonl dog,l usuallylmadel froml steel.l The
limitedl editionl design,l notl actuallyl meantl forl usel at
mealtimes,lwilllbelonlsalelatlthelMuseumloflContemporarylArt
inl Losl Angelesl forl approximatelyl $8000.
http://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/jeff-koons-
collaborates-bernardaud-plate
ThelauctionlhouselBonhams,lestablishedlinl1793,lhaslunveiled
itsl firstl everlTVl campaignlBe Part of the Story,lwithl thel firstl to
spotsl promotingl thel house’sl autol andl jewelleryl sales.
Bonhamslhopeslthelcampaignlwilllencouragelmorelpeoplelto
thinklaboutlwhatlvaluableslmightlbelsittinglinlanlatticlunloved,
andl tol bringl theml tol salel tol bel lovedl oncel again.
http://www.jckonline.com/2015/10/02/bonhams-debuts-first-
ever-tv-campaign*
Atl thelendloflSeptemberl thelFoxlNewslanchorlShepardlSmith
accidentallyl creditedl thel actorl Leonardol DiCapriol with
paintingl thel Monal Lisa,l ratherl thanl thel other,l morel famous
Leonardol whol goesl byl thel namel ofl dal Vinci.l Al funl lapsus
whichl wasn'tl missedl byl anyonel includedl thel presenter
h i m s e l f .lhttp://www.gq.com/story/fox-news-leo-dicaprio-
painted-the-mona-lisa
OnlOctoberl8,lDamienlHirstlopenedlthellong-awaitedlNewport
Streetl Gallery,l hisl 37,000l squarel footl exhibitionl spacel in
Newportl Street,l Southl London,l designedl byl thel architects
CarusolStlJohn.lHirst,lwholhadlallong-termlambitionltolshare
hisl vastl artl collectionl withl thel public,l inauguratedl the
exceptionall spacel withl al showl ofl Johnl Hoyland’sl Power
Stationlpaintings.
http://www.newportstreetgallery.com
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How an 1858 advisor
can help you:

•Exclusive Accessltolworksloflart
inl privatel collectionsl thatl are
notlavailablelonlthelmarket.

•Impartial Advicel being
independentl ofl auction
houses,l galleriesl andl dealers,
wel providel impartiall advice
whenl buyingl andl sellingl on
behalfloflourlclient.

Art Calendar Highlights   

Takashi Murakami : The 500 Arhats

31lOct.l2015l-l6lMarchl2016
MorilArtlMuseum,lTokyo
www.mori.art.museum

l

Painting 2.0 : Expression in the Information Age

14lNov.l2015l-l30lApr.l2016
MuseumlBrandhorst,lMunich
www.museum-brandhorst.de

l

Asian Art Week in London

5l-l14lNov.l2015
www.asianartinlondon.com

l

Contemporary Istanbul

12l-l15lNov.l2015
www.contemporaryistanbul.com

l

Olafur Eliasson : Reality Machines

03lOct.l2015l-l17lJan.l2016

http://theartnewspaper.com/market/159101/
http://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/jeff-koons-collaborates-bernardaud-plate
http://www.jckonline.com/2015/10/02/bonhams-debuts-first-ever-tv-campaign*
http://www.gq.com/story/fox-news-leo-dicaprio-painted-the-mona-lisa
http://www.newportstreetgallery.com
http://www.mori.art.museum
http://www.museum-brandhorst.de
http://www.asianartinlondon.com
http://www.contemporaryistanbul.com


•Time Savingslaslwelarelablel to
managel alll areasl ofl the
collectinglprocesslonlourlclients
behalf,lwel arel ablel tolbuildlor
selllcompletelcollectionslwithlas
muchl orl asl littlel involvement
fromlthelclientlasltheylwish.

•Direct Savingsl duel tol our
buyingl andl negotiating
capabilitiesl wel significantly
reducel transactionall charges
whichl inl turnl wel passl directly
onltolourlclient.

ModernalMuseet,lStockholm
www.modernamuseet.se

l
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•Reducing Riskl bylundertaking
thoroughl duel diligencel onl all
transactionall decisions,l we
ensurel thatl potentiallyl costly
mistakesl arel avoidedl andl the
clientlhaslcompletelconfidence
inltheldecisionlmade.

l

+44l(0)l207l590l3112
contact@1858ltd.coml
www.1858ltd.com
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Imageslinlthelorderloflwhichltheylappearlcourtesylof:lWhitelCubelBoothlatlFrieze,lWhitelCube;lSotheby's;lGrandlPalaisl-lRMN/lGjon
MilllcollectionlGettylimages;lwww.parisbouge.com;lCentrelGeorgeslPompidou;lLalTribuneldell'Art;lPierrelBoulat;lGIONl©2012
TakashilMurakami/KaikailKikilCo.,lLtd

"TextlbylAnne-CélinelJaegerlforl1858lLimited"
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