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Christo in Wonderland

Alicel inl Wonderlandl mustl falll downl al rabbitl holel inl orderl to
experiencel al fantastical,l outer-worldlyl landscape.l Thanksl tol the
Bulgarian-bornlartistlChristo,lart-loverslwilllbelableltoldolthislalmere
hoplandlalskiplawaylfromlMilanlnextlyear.l

Inl 2016,l Christol willl installlThe Floating Piersl onl lakel Iseol inl Italy.
Usingl 70,000l squarel metresl ofl shimmeringl yellowl fabric,l thel artist
willl createl al temporary,l 3kml longl floatingl pier,l whichl willl allow
visitorsltolwalklfromlSulzanoltolMontelIsola,laslwelllasltolthelIsland
oflSanlPaolo.lThislwilllbelhislfirstllarge-scalelprojectlinltenlyearsland
itl willl bel thel firstl hel completesl withoutl hisl life-longl romanticl and
creativelpartnerlJeanne-Claude,lwholpassedlawaylinl2009.l

Thel artistl duol Christol andl Jeanne-Claudel havel createdl countless
temporary,lbreath-takingldreamscapeslallloverlthelworld.lWe’velhad
al spectrall explosionlofl yellowlumbrellaslnorthlofl LAl (1991),l al giant
orangel curtainl spanningl al valleyl inl Coloradol (1972),l al wrapped
ReichstaglinlBerlinl(1995),lcandy-pinklislandslinlBiscaynelBayl(1993)
andlmuchlmore.l

ChristolandlJeanne-Claude,lwholfamouslylsaid,l“Thelworkloflartlisla
screamlofl freedom,”lhavel alwaysl self-financedl alll projects,l creating
incomelbyl sellingl sketches,l drawings,l printsl andlmodelsl directlyl to
museums,l galleriesl andl collectors.l Christol achievedl thel firstl big
recordlpricelatlChristie’slNewlYorklonlMayl10l2006,lsellinglaldrawing
oflThe Gateslforl$400,000.l

l

Too Much of a Good Thing? 

Inlthelniplandltucklworldloflplasticlsurgery,l itlseemsl it’sleasyl tolget
carriedl awayl andl alwaysl wantl al littlel more.l Justl al littlel more…l It
appearsl thislhazardous,loverlzealouslapproachl tol “beautifying”lhas
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nowl alsol beenl usedl duringl thel restorationl ofl severall importantl art
works.lInlthellastlfewlmonthslalone,lseverallworkslaroundlthelglobe
havelbeenlbotchedldueltolcarelesslrestoration.l

InlTurkey,lalseriesloflRomanlmosaicsldatinglfromlthel2ndlcenturylto

thel 6thl centuryl havel beenl turnedl intol “caricaturesl ofl theirl formers
selves”,laccordingltol locallcraftsmanlMehmetlDaskapan,lwholraised
concernslaboutlthelrepairlalfewlmonthslago.l

Thelmosaics,l whichl belongl tol thel Hatayl Archeologicall Museuml in
Ankara,l havel undergonel dramaticl changes.l Inl thel processl of
restoration,lsomelmosaiclstoneslwerelreplacedlbylstoneslofldifferent
shapesl andl colours,l creatingl faciall expressionsl thatl appearl utterly
differentltoltheloriginals.ll

Meanwhile,l14thlcenturylfrescoeslinlthelBasilicaloflStlFrancisloflAssisi
havelalsolbeenldamagedldueltoloverlzealouslattemptslatlrestoration.
CreatedlbyllatelmedievallpaintersloflthelTuscanlandlRomanlschools,
thel murals,l whichl includel Giottol frescoes,l arel thoughtl tol be
instrumentallforlunderstandingldevelopmentslinlItalianlartlhistory.l

Onl thel flipside,l thel smalll Spanishl townl ofl Borjal isl attracting
thousandslofltouristslfromlallloverlthelworld,lafterlallocallpensioner
“touchedlup”lalpaintinglofl Jesus,lBehold The Manl inlal locall church.
Although,l orl perhapsl because,l Jesusl nowl resemblesl morel ofl a
monkeyl thanl al messiah,l crowdsl arel flockingl tol thel churchl called
SanctuaryloflOurlLadyloflMercy.
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The Mysterious Art Market

ThelthirdleditionloflthelHiscox Online Art Trade Reportlwaslpublished
lastlmonth.lProducedlinlassociationlArtTactic,lthelReportlislatloncelan
analysisl ofl thel onlinel artl marketl andl anl attemptl tol forecastl future
developments.l

AlthoughlthelReportlofferslalrangeloflfactslandlfigures,ltheljurylislstill
outlonlwhetherlorlnotl itlconveyslanythinglnewlorlsignificant.lArtnet
callsl itl “al joke”l claimingl itl repeatsl “banall platitudes”l andl does
nothingl tol demystifyl thel artl market.l Meanwhile,l Artl Market
Technologyl maintainsl itl isl becomingl anl importantl barometerl to
gaugelhowlthelonlinelmarketlisldoing.l

Here are some of the report’s key highlights:l

Thelvalueloflthelonlinelartlmarketlhaslrisenlfroml$1.57lbillion
inl2013l tol anlestimatedl$2.64lbillionl inl2014.lBasedlonl these
figures,l thel onlinel artl marketl accountsl forl 4.8%l ofl the
estimatedl$55.2lbillionlvalueloflthelgloballartlmarket.
Asl manyl asl 63%l (ofl buyersl ofl artl online)l arel drivenl byl the
valuelpotentialloflworksloflart,lwithl75%loflnewlbuyerslsaying
theylbuylartlforlinvestment.
Thel lionl sharel ofl onlinel transactionsl stilll takesl placel below



£10,000lwithl84%loflpurchaseslmadelaroundlthislpricelpoint.
Sociallmedialislaffectinglart-buyingldecisions.lAlmostlalquarter
oflrespondentslhavelsaidlthatlpostslbylmuseums,lgalleriesland
artistl studiosl hadl al directl influencel onl theirl artl buying
decisions.
Theltrendlforl‘clicklandlbuy’lislgatheringlsteam.
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Sonia Delaunay Pops and Fizzes at Tate 

Itlmustl bel sol dulll tol bel talkedl aboutlmostlyl inl thel samelbreathl as
yourl husband.l Thanksl tol al travelingl retrospectivel whichl wasl first
shownlatlthelMuséeld'ArtlModernelinlParis,landlnowlatlTatelModern,
thatl eral isl nowl welll andl trulyl overl forl thel Russian-bornl French
doyenneloflabstractlart,lSonialDelaunay.l

Delaunay,lwholwaslalkeylfigurelinlthelParisianlavant-garde,lnotlonly
emergeslfromlthelshadowsloflherlartistlhusbandlRobertlinlthislshow,
butlshelcomesloutlsinginglandldancing.l

Delaunayl oncel said,l “Il havel livedl myl art.l Forl mel therel isl nol gap
betweenl myl paintingl andl myl so-calledl decorativel work.”l The
retrospective,l whichl featuresl ground-breakingl paintingsl suchl as
Yellow Nudel(1908)landlElectric Prismsl(1913),ltextileslandlclotheslshe
madel acrossl al sixty-yearl careerl andl thel resultsl ofl innovative
collaborationsl withl choreographers,l poetsl andl manufactures,l is
testamentltolherlapproach.

l

Key moments in Delaunay’s artistic lifel

Delaunaylarrivesl inlParisl inl1906landl islpromptlyl introduced
tolthelimpressionists,lpost-impressionistslandlfauves.
Alsewnlpatchworklquiltldesignedlaslalcradlelcoverl isl thought
tolbelherlfirstlpurelylabstractlwork.
Inl 1918,l Delaunayl opensl Casal Sonia,l al fashionl andl design
shoplinlMadridlwhichlsellslaccessories,lfurnishingslandlfabrics
Delaunayl andl herl husbandl Robertl developl al newl theoryl of
colourlcontrasts,lwhichltheylreferltolasl“simultanism”.l Itl later
becomeslknownlasl“orphism”
Inl 1937,l thel Delaunaysl arel invitedl tol takel partl inl the
InternationallExhibitionloflArtlandlTechnologylinlModernlLife.
Sonial Delaunayl paintsl threel largel murals:lMotor,l Dashboard
andlPropellerlforlthelPavillonldelL’Air.
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1858 Ltd Around the Globe

Co-founderlandlManaginglDirectorlofl1858lLtd,lViolalRaikhel-
Bolot,lwaslinvitedltolspeaklatlthelgloballluxurylforum,ldeLux15
inl Sydney,l Australial lastl month.l Moderatingl thel panel
discussion,l‘Art and the Atelier – utopian partnership or troubled
union’,lViolaldiscussedltheltopicsloflartlinlfashionlandlluxury.
Moreover,l inl March,l Violal wasl invitedl tol givel al key-note
speechl atl thel Internationall Barl Associationl conferencel at
Sotheby'sl inl London,l wherel shel addressedl selectedl issues,
whichl canl ariselwhenl buyingl andl holdingl art,l suchl asl thel at
timesl under-estimatedl ancillaryl costsl andl thel risksl of
collectinglart.lTopicslsuchlaslartl theft,l insurance,lprovenance,
restitutionl risks,l transportl andl restorationl werel also
addressed,laslwelllaslwhatlislcurrentlylbeingldoneltolregulate
thelartlmarket.

Inl April,l Managingl Directorl ofl 1858l Ltd,l Harveyl Mendelson,
spokel atl thelWealthBriefingl Summitl inl London,l attendedl by
seniorl membersl ofl thel wealthl managementl andl private
bankingl community.l Harvey,l whol wasl partl ofl thel panel
debatingl“Putting The Personal Into Portfolios: How To Align
Investments With Clients Values And Interest”,l spokel about
clients’lpassions,lcollectinglphilosophieslandlaboutlhowlthey
arel shapingl behaviourl amongl newl andl existingl collectorsl in
thel globall artlmarket.lHerel arel fivel ofl thel keyl pointslHarvey
addressedlonlthelday:l1)lCollectlwithlyourleyeslnotlyourlears.
2)lDueldiligence,ldueldiligence,ldueldiligencel3)lSeeklhelplfor
attribution,l authenticityl andl titlel issues.l 4)l Dol not
underestimatel thel costl ofl acquiringl andl maintainingl a
collection.l 5)l Bel awarel thatl thel marketl isl unregulatedl and
imperfect.l
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And in Other News

Picasso – PablolPicasso’slLes Femmes d’Alger (Version O) waslsoldlfor
al recordl $179.4l millionl onl Mondayl Mayl 11,l 2015,l beatingl the
previousl recordl ofl $142millionl forl al Francisl Baconl triptych.l The
auctioneerl whol soldl itl predictedl thatl itl couldl maintainl thel world
recordl auctionl pricel forl atl leastl al decade,l givenl thatl itl isl suchl an
importantlmasterpiece.l



Looted art – Thel firstl twol paintingsl froml thel latel artl collector
Corneliusl Gurlitt’sl inheritancel arel tol bel releasedl tol theirl rightful
owners’l descendants,l al Munichl districtl courtl decidedl thisl month:
HenrilMatisse’slWoman Sitting in an ArmchairlandlMaxlLiebermann’s
Two Riders on the Beach. Meanwhile,lWoman in Gold,l al truel story
aboutlalnaturalizedlUSlcitizenlwholsueslthelAustrianlgovernmentl in
anlattemptltolrecoverlalGustavlKlimtlpainting,lwhichlwasllootedlfrom
herlfamily’slhomelbylthelNazis,lhitlthelscreensllastlmonth.lThelfilmlis
al triumphantl talel butl itl alsol shinesl al lightl onl thel 100,000l artworks
currentlyl stilll inlUSlmuseums,lwhichlwerelconfiscatedlbyl thelNazis,
butlarelyetltolbelreturnedltoltheirlrightfullowners.
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1858 Ltd Art Advisoryl

Buying
Selling
Authentication
Valuations
Auctionlrepresentation
CollectionlManagement
ArtlPhilanthropylAdvice
ArtlFinance
ArtlrelatedlTaxlandlEstate
Planning

l

How an 1858 advisor
can help you:

•Exclusive Accessltolworksloflart
inl privatel collectionsl thatl are
notlavailablelonlthelmarket.

•Impartial Advicel being
independentl ofl auction
houses,l galleriesl andl dealers,
wel providel impartiall advice
whenl buyingl andl sellingl on
behalfloflourlclient.

•Time Savingslaslwelarelablel to
managel alll areasl ofl the
collectinglprocesslonlourlclients
behalf,lwel arel ablel tolbuildlor
selllcompletelcollectionslwithlas
muchl orl asl littlel involvement
fromlthelclientlasltheylwish.

•Direct Savingsl duel tol our
buyingl andl negotiating
capabilitiesl wel significantly
reducel transactionall charges
whichl inl turnl wel passl directly
onltolourlclient.
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Art Basel, Basell
18l–l21lJunel2015
www.artbasel.com/basel

l

Masterpiece, Londonl
25lJunel–l1lJulyl2015
www.masterpiecefair.com

l

Anish Kapoorl
Château de Versaillesl
9lJunel–lOctoberl2015
http://www.chateauversailles.fr/

l

Barbara Hepworth : Sculpture for a Modern World l
Tate Britain, Londresl
24lJunel–l25lOctoberl2015
www.tate.org.uk

l

Métamorphoses. Dans le secret de l’atelier de Rodinl
Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montréall
30lMayl–l18lOctoberl2015
www.mbam.qc.ca/en/exhibitions/upcoming

•Reducing Riskl bylundertaking
thoroughl duel diligencel onl all
transactionall decisions,l we
ensurel thatl potentiallyl costly
mistakesl arel avoidedl andl the
clientlhaslcompletelconfidence
inltheldecisionlmade.
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http://www.masterpiecefair.com/
http://www.chateauversailles.fr/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.mbam.qc.ca/en/exhibitions/upcoming
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Imageslinlthelorderloflwhichltheylappearlcourtesylof:lThe Floating Piers, Christo;lHürryiet;lCentroldelEstudioslBorjanos;lSonia
Delaunay,lLe Bal Bullier,l1913,lPracusalS.A.;lDeLuxl15;lHelenlMirrenlandlRyanlReynoldslinlalstilllfromlthelmoviel“WomanlinlGold”,
ThelWeinsteinlCo.
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