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An art world fairy tale

Onceluponl al time,l therelwasl almanlwhol livedl inl al desertl farl away
fromleverything.lHelwaslnotlwelllknown,lbutlhislboundlesslcourage
wasl tol showl thel worldl whatl itl meansl tol believel inl freedoml of
expression.l Everyl dayl hel riskedl hisl life,l becausel hel believedl inl all
formsloflartlnotl justl thelprescriptivelartl imposedlbylhislpeople.lHis
namelwaslIgorlV.lSavitsky.lHelwaslthelRobinlHoodloflthelRussianlArt
worldl andl becausel ofl hisl couragel manyl paintings,l whichl would
otherwiselhavelbeenldestroyedlorlforgotten,llivedlhappilyleverlafter.ll

IgorlSavitskylwaslalRussianlartist,lwholwentltolthelremotelsteppeslof
Uzbekistanl inl 1950l forl anl archaeologicall andl ethnographic
expedition.lHeldecidedl tolstaylonlafterl theldiglandlbeganlcollecting
drawings,lpaintingslandlotherlworksloflart.

Savitskyl tookl itl uponl himselfl tol collectl Russianl avant-gardel art,
whichlSovietlauthoritieslwerelbanishinglandldestroyinglatl thel time.
Duringl thel Sovietl rule,l artistsl whol veeredl awayl froml communist-
approvedl idealsl ofl Socialistl Realisml werel eitherl executed,l sentl to
mentall hospitalsl orlGulags.l Savitskyl savedlworksl byl artistsl suchl as
Kazimirl Malevich,l Wassilyl Kandinskyl andl Marcl Chagall,l amongst
others.l

Today, thel so-calledl SavitskylCollection,lwhichl currentlyl comprises
approximatelyl 90,000l items,l isl housedl inl thel Nukusl Museum.l The
museuml isl situatedl inl al little-knownlareal calledlKarakalpakstan,l in
thel remotel north-westernl regionl ofl Uzbekistan.l Thel collection

includeslworkslthatlrunlthelgamutloflearlyl20thlstyles,lfromlFauvism
andl Expressionism,l throughl tol Futurisml andl Constructivisml and
championsl forgottenl Sovietl artists,l whol werel delvingl intol new
directionslprel1930s.l

Inl 1998,l afterl thelNew York Timesl ranl anl articlel aboutl thel Savitsky
Collection,lcollectorslbeganlarrivinglfromlthelWestlinlprivateljetslwith
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bagsloflmoney,lbutlMslBabanazarova,lthelmuseum’sldirector,lrefused
tolsell,lsolthatlanyonelwillingltoltravelltolthislpearllinltheldesertlcan
enjoylthisltreasure.

l

www.savitskycollection.org; www.desertofforbiddenart.com

l

IgorlSavitskyl(center)lonlexpeditionl–lmosaicloflworkslfromlthelSavitskylCollection.

l

Design is doing just fine 

Severall auctionsl inl thel lastl fewlmonthslhaveldemonstratedl thatl the

worldlofl20thlcenturyldesignlislaslbuoyantlaslever.l

AtlalPhillipslauctionl inlLondonl thislApril,lMarclNewson’slLockhead
Loungel chairl (ill.),l al chaisel longuel madel froml weldedl plaquesl of
aluminium,l soldl forl £2,434,500,l therebyl keepingl itl firmlyl inl the
positionloflthelmostlexpensiveldesignlobjectlinlthelworld.l

Meanwhilel inlMay,lChristie’slParislachievedl11lworldlrecordslandla
combinedltotallofl฀8.3Mlduringlthreeldesignldaylsales.lAmongltheltop
lotslwerelal ceilingl lightlbylFontanalArte,lwhichl soldl forl ฀47,100land
thelEscargotlceilingllightlbylSergelMouillelwhichlwentlforl฀39,900lafter
alstronglbiddinglbattle.l

Andlfinally,latlalrecentl20thlCenturylDesignlauctionlheldlatlSotheby’s,
Newl Yorkl onl Junel 9,l salesl totalledl $3,721,875.l Thel highlightl ofl the
auctionlwaslTables Feuilles,l1980,lalDiegolGiacomettiltablelmadelfrom
patinatedlandlgiltlbronzelandlglass.l Itl soldl forl$406,000,l therebyl far
exceedinglitslpresalelestimate.

l

l

Fromlleftltolrightl:lSpringlrecordslbylMarclNewson,lSergelMouillelandlDiegolGiacometti

l

Tension in United Arab Emirates

Is absolute freedom of exyression still a dream in the United Arab

Emirates?l

Thel12thl SharjahlBiennial,lwhichl recentlyl camel tol al close,l received
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onlyl tepidl reviewsl thisl year.l Entitledl ‘The yast, the yresent, the

yossible’l andl curatedl byl Eungiel Joo,l thel bienniall wasl criticisedl for
failingl tol addressl somel ofl thelmorel challengingl themesl associated
withlUAE’slpastlandlpresent,lsuchlaslhumanlandlwomen’slrights,lthe
valuelofllabourlandlthelgriploflreligionlonldailyllife.l

PerhapslthelnotionlthatlonelhasltolplaylbylthelrulesloflthelSheikhlor
notlplayl atl alll stilll stands?lAfterl all,l Sharjahl rulerl Sheikhl Sultanlbin
Mohammedl all Qasimil firedl thel esteemedl artisticl directorl ofl the
SharjahlArtlFoundation,lJacklPersekian,lsomeleditionslagolforlfailing
tolcensorlanlinstallationlbylAlgerianlartistlMustaphalBenfodil,lwhich
wasldeemedlblasphemous.l Thisl actl alonglwithl thel factl thatl al lotl of
artistsl inl thisl year’sl bienniall focusedl onl somel ofl thel UAEl more
inconsequentiall facets,l suchlaslanimalslandlsand,l suggestsl thelonly
wayltolplaylitlisltolplaylitlsafe.l

Meanwhilel artistsl Ashokl Sukumaranl andl Walidl Raadl andl Andrew
Ross,l professorl oflNewlYorklUniversity,lwerel recentlyl bannedl from
enteringl UAEl becausel theyl spokel outl aboutl thel treatmentl of
labourerslworkinglonlAbulDhabiloutpostsloflinstitutionslsuchlaslthe
GuggenheimlandlthelLouvre.l

Thel decisionl tol banl thel artistsl wasl metl withl outragel froml the
internationall artl community.l Sixtyl museuml directors,l curators,
editorslandlotherlart-worldlheavylweights,lpennedlanlopenlletterlto
thelUAElonlthelfirstlofl Junelcondemningltheltravellbanlimposedlon
thoselwholcriticisedlitsltreatmentlofllabourers.l

Severallorganisations,lincludinglHumanlRightslWatchlandlGulflLabor
arel investigatingl thel treatmentl ofl workersl inl thel UAE.l Meanwhile
artistlMollylCrabapplelwantedltolcollectlherlownlevidencelandlsnuck
intolthelsiteloflthelfuturelGuggenheimltolinterviewlworkers.

l

AbulDhabi:lthelfuturelGuggenheiml(GehrylPartners);lrightl:linsideloflLelLouvrel(JeanlNouvel)

l

Sculpture in the City 2015

SculpturelinlthelCityl islalpubliclartlexhibitionlinlthelCityloflLondon,
whichltransformslthelSquarelMilelforltenlmonthslwithlitslinstallation
oflcontemporarylartlpieceslbyl leadinglartists.lSetlamongstlLondon’s
iconicl culturall landmarksl suchl asl RichardlRogers’l Lloyd’sl building,
NormanlFoster’slGherkinl andlThelLeadenhalll Buildingl alsol known
asl thel Cheesegrater,l thel dynamicl exhibitionl currentlyl inl itsl fifth
editionlaimsltolenhancelthelurbanlenvironment.l

Thel exhibitionl willl runl Julyl 9,l 2015-Mayl 2016.l Thisl year,l Damien
Hirstl willl bel exhibitingl hisl colossallCharityl (2002-2003)l sculpture.
Adaml Chodzko’sl 22-footl woodenl kayak,l Ghostl (2010)l willl be
suspendedl froml thel ceilingl ofl thel LeadenhalllMarketl andl Japanese
artistl Tomoakil Suzuki’sl miniaturel figuresl willl bel dottedl aboutl the
Gherkinl plaza.l Otherl artistsl tol displayl worksl arel Ekkehard
Altenburgerl(Germany);lBrucelBeasleyl(USA);lCeallFloyerl(UK);lLaura
Fordl (UK);l ShanlHurl (Korea);l Folkertldel Jongl (Netherlands);l Sigalit
Landaul(Israel);lKrislMartinl(Belgium);lKeitalMiyazakil(Japan);lXavier
Veilhanl (France);l andl Ail Weiweil (China),l whosel workl isl yetl tol be



announcedl andlwilll bel installedl inl Septemberl tol coincidelwithl the
openingloflhislexhibitionlatlthelRoyallAcademy.l

Previousl editionsl ofl Sculpturel inl thel Cityl featuredl worksl byl Julian
Opie,lAnishlKapoor,lFranzlWest,lTraceylEmin,lMichaellCraig-Martin,
YayoilKusama,lJakel&lDinoslChapman,lAntonylGormley,lJimlLambie
andlJoaolOnofrelamongstlothers.

l

l

DamienlHirst,lCharityl(2002-2003)

l

The cradle of civilisation at risk

Wel havel witnessedl regimesl inl war-tornl countriesl attackl artl and
heritagel timel andl timel again.l Duringl thel WWII,l Hitlerl (himselfl an
unsuccessfull artist)l ferociouslyl attackedl modernl artl asl degenerate
andlworks,lwhichldidlnotlmatchlhislaestheticlideals,lwerelplundered,
soldlorldestroyed.l

Todayl wel arel witnessingl howl ISIS,l thel Islamicl militantl group,l is
forginglalcampaignlofldestructionlagainstl somelofl thelworld’slmost
importantl culturall sites.l Thel Unitedl Nationsl referredl tol ISIS’sl on-
goingl destructionl ofl Iraqi’sl heritage,l includingl thel tombl ofl the
biblicallprophetlJonah,lnumerouslreligiouslbuildingslandlthelancient
ruinsloflPalmyra,lcurrentlylunderlthreat,laslwarlcrimes.l

Followingl thel passingl ofl al non-bindingl resolutionl byl 193lmember
states,lthelUNlhaslagreedltoldolwhatlitlcanltolpreventllootedlrelicslto
belsoldlonlthelblacklmarket.l

Thel Iraqil ambassadorlMohamedlAlilAlhakimlwarnedl thelassembly:
“TheldestructionloflIraqilculturallheritage,lthelcradleloflcivilization,lis
nollesslbarbariclandlseriouslthanlkillinglIraqis.”l

MeanwhilelinlParis,lthelInternationallCouncilloflMuseumslhaslissued
anl“emergencylredllist”lidentifying,lwhichlIraqilantiquitieslarelatlrisk
oflbeingllootedlandlillegallylexported.lObjectslonlthellistlrangelfrom
millennia-oldl Mesopotamianl goodsl tol 19th-centuryl artefactsl from
thelreignloflthelOttomans.lThellistlalsolhighlightedlwhichlobjectsldid
welllonl thelblacklmarket.lThesel includedlvases,l coins,l stonel tablets
andlsculptures.l



Jean-Lucl Martinez,l thel headl ofl thel Louvrel museuml saidl whilst
presentingl thel redl list:l “Inl recentl monthsl wel havel witnessed
massacresloflminoritieslinlSyrialandlIraqlbutlalsoltheldestructionlof
pricelessl worksl ofl culturall heritage.l l [...]l Thesel arel twol partsl ofl the
samel strategyl thatl hasl beenldescribedl asl 'culturall cleansing'lwhich
seeksltoleraselentirelsegmentsloflhumanlhistory.”

l

l

1858 Ltd Art Advisoryl

Buying
Selling
Authentication
Valuations
Auctionlrepresentation
CollectionlManagement
ArtlPhilanthropylAdvice
ArtlFinance
ArtlrelatedlTaxlandlEstate
Planning
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How an 1858 advisor
can help you:

•Exclusive Accessltolworksloflart
inl privatel collectionsl thatl are
notlavailablelonlthelmarket.

•Impartial Advicel being
independentl ofl auction
houses,l galleriesl andl dealers,
wel providel impartiall advice
whenl buyingl andl sellingl on
behalfloflourlclient.

•Time Savingslaslwelarelablel to
managel alll areasl ofl the
collectinglprocesslonlourlclients
behalf,lwel arel ablel tolbuildlor
selllcompletelcollectionslwithlas
muchl orl asl littlel involvement
fromlthelclientlasltheylwish.
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Masterpiece Fair, Londonl
25lJunel–l1lJulyl2015
www.masterpiecefair.com

 

Kulturforum Berlinl
Mario Testino : In your face 

Endingl26.07.2015
www.smb.museum/ausstellungen/detail/mario-testino-in-your-
face.html

l

Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti, Venicel
Glasstress 2015 : Gotika 

09lMayl–l22lNov.l2015
www.glasstress.org/event_2015/16

l

Fondation Gianadda, Martignyl
Matisse en son temps 

20lJunel–l22lNov.l2015
www.gianadda.ch

l

Fondation Cartier pour l’Art Contemporainl
Beauté Congo 

11lJulyl–l15lNov.l2015
www.fondation.cartier.com
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•Direct Savingsl duel tol our
buyingl andl negotiating
capabilitiesl wel significantly
reducel transactionall charges
whichl inl turnl wel passl directly
onltolourlclient.

•Reducing Riskl bylundertaking
thoroughl duel diligencel onl all
transactionall decisions,l we
ensurel thatl potentiallyl costly
mistakesl arel avoidedl andl the
clientlhaslcompletelconfidence
inltheldecisionlmade.

l

+44l(0)l207l590l3112
contact@1858ltd.coml
www.1858ltd.com

l

Imageslinlthelorderloflwhichltheylappearlcourtesylof:lIainlMasterton,lAlamy;lSavitskycollection.org;lPhillips;lChristie’s;lSotheby’s;
GehrylPartners;llouvreabudhabi.ae;lMikelParsonsl©lDamienlHirstlandlSciencelLtd;lIcom,lParis;lJPlMika,lKiese na kiese (Le Bonheur
et la Joie),l2014.lPas-ChaudoirlCollection,lBelgium.
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